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The Bachelor of Dental Surgery (BDS) program is a comprehensive academic and clinical training program
designed to prepare students for a professional career in dentistry. One of the most important aspects of
this program is the clinical training, where students apply theoretical knowledge to real-life patient care.
The adequacy of clinical facilities is critical to ensure that students acquire the necessary skills,
competencies, and experience to provide high-quality dental care. This document assesses the adequacy
of clinical facilities for an undergraduate BDS program.

Clinical Facilities Overview

The clinical training for BDS students involves a combination of practical exercises in various specialized
departments, such as operative dentistry, periodontics, oral surgery, pedodontics, prosthodontics, oral
medicine and orthodontics. Clinical facilities should support a range of dental services and procedures in
a well-organized environment that complies with modern standards of patient care and safety.

The following sections outline the key components and evaluation criteria for assessing the adequacy of
clinical facilities.

' Key Areas of Clinical Facilities Evaluation
Dental Clinics and Operatory Rooms

e Adequate Number of Operatories: RCoD has fully-functional clinical departments to
accommodate clinical sessions for all students. Each clinical department is equipped with dental
chairs, appropriate lighting, dental instruments, and a suction system.

e All these departments Operative Dentistry, Periodontics, Oral Surgery, Pedodontics,
Prosthodontics, Oral Medicine and Orthodontics are very well equipped with necessary tools,
materials, units, sterilization facility and instruments dedicated for students.

e Condition and Maintenance: The clinical departments at RCoD are well-maintained, clean, and
regularly sanitized to ensure infection control standards are met. Equipment is up-to-date and in
working condition.

e Space Allocation: RCoD has sufficient space for students, faculty, and patients. Adequate
ventilation, lighting, and privacy are essential for both the comfort of patients and the efficiency
. of the clinical learning environment.

Diagnostic Facilities

e Radiology Department: RCoD has the availability of dental X-ray equipment (CBCT) for diagnostic
purposes and it ensure compliance with radiation safety protocols.

» Digital Imaging and Computerized Systems: The availability of digital imaging systems for
enhanced diagnostic accuracy, along with the integration of HIMS

Sterilization and Infection Control

o Sterilization Units: RCoD has dedicated sterilization area (CSSD) with autoclaves and ultrasonic
cleaners to ensure all instruments are thoroughly disinfected.
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e Infection Control Protocols: RCoD follows standard infection control practices that includes the
use of personal protective equipment (PPE), hand hygiene protocols, and the safe disposal of
medical waste.

Patient Management and Record-Keeping

« Patient Flow Management: Clinical areas are organized to accommodate patient scheduling and
treatment flow efficiently. A clear system for managing patient appointments and follow-ups is

also present.

e Electronic Health Records (EHR): RCoD has HIMS that facilitates better management of patient
information, treatment histories, and documentation of clinical procedures performed.

Support Facilities

« Laboratories: Adequate laboratories are available for students to practice dental impressions,
prosthetics, and other related work. Laboratories are equipped with necessary tools and

' materials.

« Reception and Waiting Areas: RCoD has comfortable and clean waiting areas for patients and
parents.

Faculty and Clinical Supervision

« Adequate Faculty to Student Ratio: At RCoD sufficient number of qualified faculty members are
available to provide clinical supervision and mentorship to students. The faculty possess a blend
of clinical expertise and teaching experience.

« Clinical Supervision: Continuous supervision and assessment by experienced faculty members is
provided for the quality of education and patient safety. Faculty is present in clinical settings to
guide students through procedures and ensure that standards are upheld.

Safety Standards

« Emergency Equipment: Clinical facilities are equipped with emergency medical equipment,
including oxygen supply, defibrillators, and first-aid kits.

o Fire and Safety Protocols: RCoD has clearly defined fire evacuation plan for students and staff and
staff training in emergency response protocols.

Patient Care and Learning Environment
Patient Diversity

e AtRCoD it will be ensured that students interact with a diverse range of patients, covering various
age groups, socioeconomic backgrounds, and a wide variety of dental conditions.

Free treatment and Quality of Care

« The dental hospital offers free treatment services to patients as per policy, ensuring access to
quality oral care. Patients can receive a range of dental treatments at no cost, promoting overall
health and well-being. Patient care is provided in accordance with ethical standards and current
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evidence-based practices. Students encouraged to develop communication skills, empathy, and
professionalism in dealing with patients.

Learning Atmosphere

« The feedback about clinical environment is taken to ensure and promote collaborative learning
experience, where students can learn from peers, faculty, and patients. It should be a safe,
respectful, and supportive space for professional development.

Continuous Improvement and Accreditation

o Regular audits and assessments of clinical facilities is conducted to ensure compliance with
accreditation standards and to make continuous improvements. Feedback from students, faculty,
and patients is conducted to maintain the quality and adequacy of clinical facilities.

e Accreditation: The clinical facilities at RCoD meet the standards set by PMDC, ensuring that the
program is nationally recognized.

Conclusion

The adequacy of clinical facilities plays a crucial role in the education and professional development of
students. It directly impacts their ability to gain hands-on experience and acquire the skills needed to
provide quality dental care. By ensuring that all aspects of the clinical environment are well-equipped,
safe, and conducive to learning, institutions can produce competent and confident dental professionals.
This document serves as an evaluation and reference tool for assessing the adequacy of clinical facilities
at RCoD. It is essential for ongoing improvement to maintain a high standard of education and patient
care.
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